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October 19, 2006 
 
The Honorable George W. Bush 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC  20500 
 
Regarding Funding for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Copies to:   The Honorable Michael O. Leavitt 

The Honorable Robert J. Portman 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
As you prepare to deliver your fiscal year 2008 budget request to Congress, the 
undersigned organizations respectfully request that you substantially increase overall 
funding for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) - our nation’s 
premier health protection agency. 
 
While testifying before Congress early in 2006, the CDC’s Director, Dr. Julie 
Gerberding, was asked to express a professional judgment on what funding level the 
agency would need to accomplish all of the work Congress has directed the agency to 
undertake.  In response, Dr. Gerberding wrote in March of 2006 that she felt the 
agency’s budget would need to grow from the current $8 billion to $15 billion over the 
next five years.  We ask that the Administration begin moving the agency in this 
direction. 
 
In each of the past two fiscal years, your Administration submitted budget requests to 
Congress proposing significant reductions to core programs at the CDC.  Taken 
together, cuts outlined in your budget requests equaled an eight percent reduction in 
core funding in just two years.  While much needed bioterrorism funding and pandemic 
preparedness dollars were greatly increased in the CDC’s recent budgets, the strength of 
program areas that protect Americans from everyday illnesses, conditions and injuries is 
being eroded. 
 
The CDC remains highly regarded for applying sound science to drive disease control 
and prevention activities.  The agency is also influential in improving the health of 
Americans by leveraging strong partnerships with state, local and county health 
officials.  The link between the CDC and local health officials allows for the expanded 
reach of the CDC’s science-based activities.  This model of delivery also ensures a 
strong federal and state partnership that brings health programs to the public where they 
live, learn, work, play and pray. 
 
To ensure we are adequately prepared to respond to an array of emerging and recurring 
health threats, the CDC’s core programs must be strengthened.  Americans are 
constantly bombarded with threats to their health and safety.  Emerging infectious 
diseases, environmental health threats, natural disasters or possible bioterrorist events 
and the continued concern over an avian influenza pandemic are only some of the well 
publicized issues the CDC monitors and constantly guards us against.
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The Honorable George W. Bush 
October 19, 2006 
 
 
The CDC works on other critical and preventable public health issues that simply do not make the daily 
headlines. 
 
• Obesity, asthma, diabetes, osteoporosis and arthritis are on the rise in the United States – the first three 

of which are presenting themselves in our youth at alarming rates. 
• Cardiovascular disease, injuries and cancer continue to disable or kill Americans.  More could be done 

to lower the prevalence of suffering, death and disability from chronic illnesses and other causes. 
• Efforts to ensure the continued good health and safety of the baby boomer generation will have 

dramatic fiscal impacts on other federal health programs and – more importantly – could lower 
disability, suffering and premature death rates among older Americans. 

• Children and infants continue to be adversely affected by birth defects, developmental disabilities, 
unintended injuries, environmental hazards, illnesses and diseases – many of which can be detected, 
prevented, or curtailed through the CDC’s evidence-based federal programs. 

• Tuberculosis, occupational safety, domestic HIV/AIDS and STD programs as well as public health 
research budgets are being eroded with each year of level funding or through real dollar reductions. 

• Local outbreaks of the mumps in the Midwest, of botulism in Georgia, of E .coli nationally and the 
continued spread of antimicrobial resistant organisms and vector-born diseases across several parts of 
the country also help illustrate the importance of the CDC’s less publicized health protection work. 

• Core funding for immunization programs is eroding for this vital public health function at a time when 
the benefits of immunization extend into adolescence and adulthood.  Further, new vaccines are 
becoming available that will prevent disease and promote better health in the population. 

 
Public health demands sustained, strong financial investment as well as constant attention.  The longer-term 
nature of maintaining our health and minimizing threats necessitates that we continue to invest now to 
protect the future health of our nation. 
 
Given the nature of today’s constantly changing health threats, under-funding the CDC is a dangerous risk 
we cannot take.  The CDC’s roles and responsibilities are expanding to deal with emerging and recurring 
health threats – yet their current level of funding does not reflect the full scope of activities they must 
continue to undertake to protect our nation’s health. 
 
Proposals to cut this critical agency will negatively impact the health and safety of the American public 
over the long term.  As the budget process continues, we ask that you sufficiently support this vital federal 
agency by adequately funding the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Campaign for Public Health 
AAALAC International 
AARP 
AcademyHealth 
Acadia Pharmaceuticals 
Adams County Economic Development, Inc. 
AdvaMed (Advanced Medical Technology 

Association) 

Albert Einstein College of Medicine of Yeshiva 
University 

Allen Institute for Brain Science 
Alliance for Aging Research 
Alliance for Lupus Research 
Alnylam US, Inc. 
Alpha-1 Association 
Alpha-1 Foundation 

Alzheimer’s Association Ambulatory Pediatric Association 
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America on the Move Foundation 
American Academy of Nursing 
American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry 
American Association for Cancer Research 
American Association for Geriatric Psychiatry 
American Association for Health Education 
American Association for the Advancement of 

Science 
American Association for the Study of Liver 

Diseases 
American Association of Anatomists 
American Association of Clinical
 Endocrinologists 
American Association of Colleges of Nursing 
American Association of Colleges of Osteopathic 

Medicine 
American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy 
American Association of Neurological Surgeons/
 Congress of Neurological Surgeons 
American Association of Public Health Dentistry 
American Cancer Society 
American Chronic Pain Association 
American College Health Association 
American College of Cardiology 
American College of Emergency Physicians 
American College of Medical Genetics 
American College of Neuropsychopharmacology 
American College of Preventive Medicine 
American College of Surgeons 
American Dental Association 
American Dental Education Association 
American Diabetes Association 
American Dietetic Association 
American Federation for Aging Research 
American Geriatrics Society 
American Heart Association 
American Institute for Medical and Biological 

Engineering 
American Institute for Stuttering 
American Lung Association 
American Medical Association 
American Medical Informatics Association 
American Pediatric Society 
American Psychiatric Association 
American Psychological Association 
American Public Health Association 
American Red Cross 
American School Health Association 
American Social Health Association 
American Society for Biochemistry and 

Molecular Biology 
American Society for Bone and Mineral Research 
American Society for Clinical Pathology 

American Society for Microbiology 
American Society for Nutrition 
American Society for Pharmacology and
 Experimental Therapeutics 
American Society for Virology 
American Society of Human Genetics 
American Society of Nephrology 
American Society of Tropical Medicine and
 Hygiene 
American Thoracic Society 
American Trauma Society 
American Transplant Foundation 
Americans for Medical Progress 
amFAR, The Foundation for AIDS Research 
Arizona State University College of Nursing 
Arthritis Foundation 
Arthritis Foundation, Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Asian & Pacific Islander American Health Forum 
Association for Prevention Teaching and
 Research 
Association for the Accreditation of Human 

Research Protection Programs, Inc. 
Association of American Cancer Institutes 
Association of American Medical Colleges 
Association of American Physicians 
Association of American Veterinary Medical
 Colleges 
Association of Anatomy, Cell Biology and
 Neurobiology Chairpersons 
Association of Black Cardiologists 
Association of Chairs of Departments of
 Physiology 
Association of Independent Research Institutes 
Association of Maternal and Child Health
 Programs 
Association of Medical School Microbiology and
 Immunology Chairs 
Association of Minority Health Professions
 Schools 
Association of Population Centers 
Association of Professors of Dermatology 
Association of Professors of Human and Medical
 Genetics 
Association of Professors of Medicine 
Association of Public Health Laboratories 
Association of Schools and Colleges of
 Optometry 
Association of Schools of Public Health 
Association of State and Territorial Health
 Officials 
Association of University Centers on Disabilities 
Association of Women’s Health, Obstetric and
 Neonatal Nurses 
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Assurant Health 
Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America 
AstraZeneca LP 
Athena Diagnostics 
Baylor College of Medicine 
Baylor College of Medicine Graduate School of
 Biomedical Sciences 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 
Boston Biomedical Research Institute 
Boston University School of Dental Medicine 
Boston University School of Public Health 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company 
Brown Medical School 
Buck Institute for Age Research 
Burns & Allen Research Institute 
Burrill & Company 
Burroughs Welcome Fund 
California Biomedical Research Association 
California Institute for Regenerative Medicine 
California Institute of Technology 
Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids 
Canon U.S. Life Sciences, Inc. 
Case Western Reserve University School of
 Dentistry 
Case Western Reserve University School of
 Medicine 
Center for the Advancement of Health 
CFIDS Association of America 
Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and
 Science 
Child & Adolescent Bipolar Foundation 
Children’s Memorial Research Center 
Children’s Neurobiological Solutions Foundation 
Children’s Research Institute (Columbus) 
Children’s Research Institute (Washington) 
City and County of Denver 
City of Hope National Medical Center 
City of Westminster, Colorado 
Clinical Research Forum 
Coalition for American Trauma Care 
Coalition for Health Funding 
Coalition for Health Services Research 
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory 
Coleman Institute for Cognitive Disabilities,
 University of Colorado System 
Colfax Marathon Partnership, Inc. 
Colorado Bioscience Association 
Colorado Office of Economic Development and
 International Trade 
Columbia University 
Columbia University College of Dental Medicine 
Community Health Partnership 

Conference of Boston Teaching Hospitals 
Connecticut United for Research Excellence, Inc. 
Conquer Fragile X Foundation 
Constella Group 
Coriell Institute for Medical Research 
Cornell University College of Veterinary
 Medicine 
Council for the Advancement of Nursing Science
 (CANS) 
Council of Accredited MPH Programs 
Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists 
Creighton University School of Medicine 
Crohn's and Colitis Foundation of America 
CURE (Citizens United for Research in Epilepsy) 
Cure Alzheimer’s Fund 
Damon Runyon Cancer Research Foundation 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Dartmouth Medical School 
DENTSPLY International 
Dia de la Mujer Latina, Inc. 
Digene Corporation 
Directors of Health Promotion and Education 
Discovery Partners International 
Doheny Eye Institute 
Drexel University College of Medicine 
Drexel University School of Public Health 
Duke University Medical Center 
Dystonia Medical Research Foundation 
East Tennessee State University 

James H. Quillen College of Medicine 
Eli Lilly and Company 
Emory University Nell Hodgson Woodruff 
 School of Nursing 
Emory University Rollins School of Public
 Health 
Emory University School of Medicine 
Epilepsy Foundation 
Eta Sigma Gamma 
Fairfax County Economic Development
 Authority 
FasterCures, The Center for Accelerating
 Medical Solutions 
Federation of American Societies for 
Experimental Biology 
Federation of State Medical Boards of the 

United States, Inc. 
Fitzsimons Redevelopment Authority 
Ford Finance, Inc. 
Forest Laboratories, Inc. 
Fox Chase Cancer Center 
Friends of Cancer Research 
Friends of the National Institute for Dental and
 Craniofacial Research 
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Friends of the National Institute of Nursing
 Research 
Gay and Lesbian Medical Association 
George Mason University 
Georgetown University Medical Center 
GlaxoSmithKline 
Greater Colorado Springs Economic Development 
Corporation 
Guillain Barre Syndrome Foundation
 International 
Gynecologic Cancer Foundation 
Harvard Medical School 
Harvard University School of Dental Medicine 
Harvard University School of Public Health 
Hauptman-Woodward Medical Research Institute, 
Inc. 
Heart Rhythm Society 
Hereditary Disease Foundation 
HHT Foundation International, Inc. 
Home Safety Council 
Howard University College of Dentistry 
Howard University College of Medicine 
IBM Life Sciences Division 
Illinois State University Mennonite 

College of Nursing 
ImmunoGen, Inc. 
Infectious Diseases Society of America 
Institute for Systems Biology 
Intercultural Cancer Council Caucus 
Intercultural Center for Health and Wellness, Inc. 
Invitrogen Corporation 
Iron Disorders Institute 
Jefferson Economic Council 
Johnson & Johnson 
Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare
 Organizations (JCAHO) 
Keck School of Medicine of the University of
 Southern California 
Keystone Symposia on Molecular and Cellular
 Biology 
KID Foundation 
Kidney Cancer Association 
La Jolla Institute for Allergy and Immunology 
Lawson Wilkins Pediatric Endocrine Society 
Lineberry Research Associates, LLC 
Los Angeles Biomedical Research Institute at
 Harbor-UCLA Medical Center 
Louisiana State University Health Sciences
 Center 
Louisiana State University HSC School of
 Dentistry 
Lovelace Respiratory Research Institute 

Loyola University of Chicago Stritch School of
 Medicine 
Lupus Foundation of America, Inc. 
Lymphatic Research Foundation 
Mailman School of Public Health of Columbia
 University 
March of Dimes 
Marine Biological Laboratory 
Masonic Medical Research Laboratory 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
MaxCyte, Inc. 
Mayo Clinic 
McLaughlin Research Institute 
Medical University of South Carolina 
MedStar Research Institute (MRI) 
Meharry Medical College 
Meharry Medical College School of Dentistry 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 
Memory Pharmaceuticals 
Mercer University 
Metro Denver Economic Development
 Corporation 
Miami Children’s Hospital 
Midwest Nursing Research Society 
Minority Health Professions Foundation 
Morehouse School of Medicine 
Mount Sinai Medical Center 
NAADAC, The Association for Addiction
 Professionals 
National Alliance for Eye and Vision Research 
National Alliance for Hispanic Health 
National Alliance for Research on Schizophrenia
 and Depression 
National Alopecia Areata Foundation 
National Asian Women’s Health Organization 
National Association for Sport and Physical
 Education 
National Association of Chronic Disease
 Directors 
National Association of County and City Health
 Officials 
National Association of Hepatitis Task Forces 
National Association of Local Boards of Health 
National Caucus of Basic Biomedical Science
 Chairs 
National Coalition of STD Directors 
National Down Syndrome Society 
National Electrical Manufacturers Association 
National Fragile X Foundation 
National Health Council 
National Hispanic Health Foundation 
National Jewish Medical and Research Center 
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National Marfan Foundation 
National Minority AIDS Council 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society 
National Organization for Rare Disorders
 (NORD) 
National Osteoporosis Foundation 
National Pharmaceutical Council 
National Quality Forum 
National Sleep Foundation 
Nebraskans for Research 
Nemours 
New Jersey Association for Biomedical Research 
New Jersey Dental School 
New York Blood Center 
New York College of Osteopathic Medicine 
New York University College of Dentistry 
New York-Presbyterian Hospital 
North Carolina Association for Biomedical
 Research 
Northern Colorado Economic Development
 Corporation 
Northwest Association for Biomedical Research 
Northwestern University, The Feinberg School of
 Medicine 
Nova Southeastern University College of Dental
 Medicine 
Novartis Pharmaceuticals 
Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation 
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery Foundation 
Oral Health America 
OraSure Technologies, Inc 
Oregon Health & Science University 
Oregon Health & Science University School of
 Nursing 
Oregon Research Institute 
Oxford Bioscience Partners 
Pacific Health Research Institute 
Parent Project Muscular Dystrophy 
Parkinson’s Action Network 
Parkinson’s Disease Foundation 
Partnership for Prevention 
Pennsylvania Society for Biomedical Research 
Pfizer Inc 
Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of
 America 
Population Association of America 
Prevent Blindness America 
PRIM&R, Public Responsibility in Medicine &  

Research 
Prostate Cancer Foundation 
Pulmonary Hypertension Association 
Research!America 
Rice University 

Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and
 Science 
Rush University Medical Center 
Salk Institute for Biological Studies 
sanofi-aventis 
Scleroderma Research Foundation 
Sjogren’s Syndrome Foundation, Inc. 
Society for Advancement of Violence and Injury
 Research (SAVIR) 
Society for Investigative Dermatology 
Society for Neuroscience 
Society for Pediatric Research 
Society for Public Health Education, Inc. 
Society for Women’s Health Research 
Society of Gynecologic Oncologists 
South Alabama Medical Science Foundation 
South Dakota State University 
Southern Illinois University School of Medicine 
SPARC, The Scholarly Publishing & Academic
 Resources Coalition 
Spina Bifida Association of America 
Stanford University School of Medicine 
State University of New York at Buffalo School
 of Dental Medicine 
State University of New York 

Downstate Medical Center 
College of Medicine at Brooklyn 

Stony Brook University School of Medicine 
Strategic Health Policy International, Inc. 
Suicide Prevention Action Network-USA 

(SPAN) 
Temple University School of Dentistry 
Texas A&M University Health Science Center 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center 
The ALS Association 
The American Society for Cell Biology 
The American Society of Hematology 
The Arc of the United States 
The Association for Research in Vision and
 Ophthalmology 
The Biophysical Society 
The Brody School of Medicine at East Carolina
 University 
The Center for Information & Study on Clinical
 Research Participation 
The Critical Path Institute (C-Path) 
The Endocrine Society 
The Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis Network 
The Food Allergy Project, Inc. 
The Forsyth Institute 
The Foundation Fighting Blindness 
The George Washington University Medical
 Center 
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The Georgetown University Center for the 
Study of Sex Difference in Health, 
Aging and Disease 

The J. David Gladstone Institutes 
The Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg
 School of Public Health 
The Johns Hopkins University 

School of Medicine 
The Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing 
The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 
The Medical College of Wisconsin 
The Medical Foundation, Inc. 
The Ohio State University College of Dentistry 
The Ohio State University 

School of Public Health 
The Pennsylvania State University 

College of Medicine 
The Research Foundation for  

Mental Hygiene, Inc. 
The Schepens Eye Research Institute 
The Scientist 
The Scripps Research Institute 
The Smith-Kettlewell Eye Research Institute 
The Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of
 America 
The Society for Investigative Dermatology 
The University of Chicago Pritzker  

School of Medicine 
The University of Iowa Carver  

College of Medicine 
The University of Iowa College of Dentistry 
The University of Iowa College of Public Health 
The University of Mississippi Medical Center 
The University of Mississippi Medical Center 

School of Dentistry 
The University of Oklahoma College of Dentistry 
The University of Oklahoma 

Health Sciences Center 
The University of Tennessee HSC 

College of Nursing 
The University of Texas Health Science Center 

at Houston 
The University of Texas Health Science Center 

at San Antonio 
The University of Texas M.D. Anderson 

Cancer Center 
The University of Texas Medical Branch 

at Galveston School of Medicine 
The University of Texas Southwestern 

Medical Center 
The University of Toledo Academic Health
 Science Center 
Tourette Syndrome Association 

Trust for America’s Health 
Tufts University 
Tufts University School of Dental Medicine 
Tulane University Health Sciences Center 
University of Alabama at Birmingham 

School of Medicine 
University of Alabama at Birmingham 

School of Nursing 
University of Alabama at Birmingham 

School of Public Health 
University of Arizona College of Medicine 
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 
University of California, Berkeley 

School of Public Health 
University of California, Davis 

School of Medicine 
University of California, Irvine 

School of Medicine 
University of California, Los Angeles 

School of Dentistry 
University of California, Los Angeles 

School of Medicine 
University of California, San Diego  

School of Medicine/Health Sciences 
University of California, San Francisco 
University of California, San Francisco 

School of Dentistry 
University of California, San Francisco 

School of Nursing 
University of California, Systemwide 
University of Cincinnati Medical Center 
University of Colorado at Denver and 

Health Sciences Center 
University of Colorado at Denver 

and HSC School of Dentistry 
University of Colorado at Denver 

and HSC School of Nursing 
University of Colorado System 
University of Connecticut School of Medicine 
University of Florida 
University of Florida College of Dentistry 
University of Georgia 
University of Illinois at Chicago 
University of Illinois at Chicago  

College of Dentistry 
University of Illinois at Chicago 

College of Nursing 
University of Illinois at Chicago 

School of Public Health 
University of Kansas 
University of Kansas Medical Center 
University of Kansas Medical Center 

School of Nursing 
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University of Kentucky 
University of Kentucky College of Dentistry 
University of Louisville 
University of Louisville School of Dentistry 
University of Maryland at Baltimore 
University of Maryland at Baltimore 

College of Dental Surgery 
University of Maryland at Baltimore 

School of Nursing 
University of Miami 
University of Michigan 
University of Michigan College of Pharmacy 
University of Michigan Medical School 
University of Michigan School of Dentistry 
University of Michigan School of Nursing 
University of Michigan School of Public Health 
University of Minnesota School of Public Health 
University of Missouri at Kansas City 

School of Dentistry 
University of Montana School of Pharmacy and
 Allied Health Sciences 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 

College of Dentistry 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas  

School of Dental Medicine 
University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
 School of Dentistry 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
 School of Medicine 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
 School of Public Health 
University of North Dakota 
University of North Texas Health Science Center 
University of Pennsylvania School of 

Dental Medicine 
University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine 
University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing 
University of Pittsburgh Graduate 

School of Public Health 
University of Pittsburgh School of 

Dental Medicine 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 
University of Rochester School of Nursing 
University of South Carolina Office of 

Research and Health Sciences 
University of South Dakota School of Medicine
 and Health Sciences 
University of South Florida College of Nursing 
University of Southern California 

School of Dentistry 
University of Utah HSC School of Medicine 

University of Vermont College of Medicine 
University of Washington School of Dentistry 
University of Washington School of Medicine 
University of Washington School of Nursing 
University of Washington School of 

Public Health and Community Medicine 
Van Andel Research Institute 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
Vanderbilt University School of Nursing 
Virginia Commonwealth University 

School of Dentistry 
Virginia Commonwealth University 

School of Medicine 
Wake Forest University School of Medicine 
Washington University in St. Louis Center 

for Health Policy 
Washington University in St. Louis 

School of Medicine 
Weill Medical College of Cornell University 
West Virginia University Health Sciences Center 
Whitehead Institute for Biomedical Research 
Wisconsin Association for Biomedical
 Research and Education 
Wright State University School of Medicine 
X PRIZE Foundation Inc. 
Yale University School of Nursing 


